
Deer tend to avoid plants with unusual characteristics. Plants having a strong �ower or foliage fragrance or 
fuzzy/spiny leaf textures are generally shied away from. If a plant exhibits resistance, those in the same 
family are also likely candidates for resistance. 

Note: Resistance will naturally vary by location and with the severity of the local food shortage during any 
given year.

For more detailed information about each plant, please refer to individual cultivar signs, or consult one of 
our Swansons’ nursery professionals

DEER RESISTANT PLANTS
ANNUALS, PERENNIALS, & SHRUBS

Swansons Nursery      9701 15th Ave. NW     Seattle, WA   98117      (206) 782-2543      www.swansonsnursery.com

(DT) DENOTES DROUGHT TOLERANT
(S) DENOTES SHADE TOLERANT

ANNUALS
AFRICAN DAISY  Osteospermum fruticosum
AGERATUM  Ageratum houstonianum (DT)

BALSAM  Impatiens spp. (S) 

BEGONIA   Begonia spp. (S) 

CASTOR BEAN  Ricinus communis
COLEUS   Coleus spp. (S)  

DUSTY MILLER  Senecio hybrids (DT) 

GAZANIA  Gazania spp. (DT)

GODETIA  Clarkia amoena  (DT)

LANTANA  Lantana montevidensis (DT)

LARKSPUR  Consolida spp. 
LION'S TAIL  Leonotis leonurus
LEMON MARIGOLD Tagetes lemmonii (DT)

MARQUERITE  Chrysanthemum frutescens (DT)

POTATO VINE  Solanum jasminoides
SHIRLEY POPPY  Papaver rhoeas (DT)

STRAW FLOWER Helichrysum spp. (DT)

SWAN RIVER DAISY Brachycome (DT)

SWEET ALYSSUM Lobularia maritima
VERBENA  Verbena spp. (DT)

BULBS
AFRICAN CORN LILY Ixia spp.
ALLIUMS  Allium spp. (DT)

ANEMONE   Anemone spp.
CROCUS  Crocus spp. (DT) (S)

DAFFODILS  Narcissus spp. (DT) (S) 

FREESIA  Freesia spp. 
NAKED LADY  Amaryllis belladonna (DT)

TUBEROUS BEGONIA Begonia spp. (S)

PERENNIALS
ARTEMISIA  Artemisia spp. (DT) 

ASTER   Aster spp. 
ASTILBE  Astilbe spp. (S)

BEARD TONGUE Penstemon spp. (DT)

BEAR'S BREECHES Acanthus spp. (DT)(S)

BEEBALM  Monarda spp.  (DT)

BLACK-EYED SUSAN Rudbeckia spp. (DT)

BLANKET FLOWER Gaillardia spp. (DT)

BLEEDING HEART Dicentra spp. (DT)(S)

BLUE-EYED GRASS Sisyrinchium spp. (DT)
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PERENNIALS (CON’T)
CALIFORNIA FUCHSIA Zauschneria latifolia (DT)

CALLA LILY  Zantedeschia spp.
CANDYTUFT  Iberis sempervirens (DT)
CANTERBURY BELLS Campanula medium (DT)

CATMINT  Nepeta spp. (DT)

COREOPSIS  Coreopsis spp. (DT)

CRANESBILL  Geranium spp.
CREEPING PHLOX Phlox sublata (DT)

CROCOSMIA  Crocosmia spp. (DT)

DAME'S ROCKET Hesperis matronalis 
DEAD NETTLE  Lamium spp. (DT)(S)

EPIMEDIUM   Epimedium spp. (DT)

EUPHORBIA  Euphorbia spp. (DT)
FEATHER GRASS Stipa gigantea (DT)

FERNS   Polystichum, Dryopteris spp. (S)

FESCUE GRASS  Festuca spp. (DT)

FLEABANE  Erigeron spp. (DT)

FORGET-ME-NOT Myosotis sylvatica (DT)

FOXGLOVE  Digitalis spp. (DT)

HELLEBORE  Helleborus spp. (DT)(S)

JERUSALEM SAGE Phlomis spp. (DT)

LAMB'S EARS  Stachys spp. (DT)

LAVENDER   Lavandula spp. (DT)
LILY TURF  Liriope and Ophiopogon spp. (DT)(S)

MAIDEN GRASS Miscanthus sinensis cultivars (DT)

MATILIJA POPPY  Romneya coulteri (DT)

MONKEYFLOWER Mimulus spp. (DT)

MONKSHOOD  Aconitum spp. (DT)(S) 

NEW ZEALAND FLAX Phormium spp. (DT) 
OREGANO  Origanum  spp. (DT)

PEONY   Paeonia spp. (DT)

POPPY   Papaver spp. (DT)
PURPLE CONEFLOWER Echinacea purpurea cultivars (DT)

RED HOT POKER Knipho�a spp. (DT)

ROCK CRESS  Aubretia spp. (DT)

ROSE CAMPION  Lychnis coronaria (DT)

RUSSIAN SAGE  Perovskia atriplicifolia (DT)

SAGE   Salvia spp. (DT)

SANTOLINA  Santolina spp. (DT)

SCABIOSA  Scabiosa spp.
SEA LAVENDER  Limomium spp. (DT)

SEDGES  Carex spp. (S)
SERBIAN BELLFLOWER Campanula porcharskyana (DT)

SPEEDWELL  Veronica spp. (DT)

SWEET VIOLET  Viola odorata (DT)(S)

THRIFT   Armeria spp. (DT)
THYME   Thymus spp. (DT)

VERBENA  Verbena spp. (DT)

WALLFLOWER  Cheiranthus spp. (DT)

YARROW  Achillea spp. (DT)

EVERGREEN SHRUBS
ABELIA                 Abelia spp.

COTONEASTER      Cotoneaster spp. 

BAMBOO           Pleioblastus spp. 

BOXWOOD     Buxus spp.  (DT)(S) 

DAPHNE         Daphne spp.  (DT)(S) 

SILVERBERRY      Elaeagnus spp.  (DT) 

ESCALLONIA        Escallonia spp.    (DT) 

HUCKLEBERRY      Vaccinium ovatum (DT)(S) 

FIRETHORN         Pyracantha spp.  (DT) 

HEATH                      Erica spp.  (DT)

HEAVENLY BAMBOO    Nandina spp.  (DT)(S) 

HOLLY                 Ilex aquifolium (DT)(S) 

JUNIPER            Juniperus spp.  (DT) 

LEUCOTHOE        Leucothoe spp.  (DT)(S)

MEXICAN ORANGE   Choisya ternata (DT) 

OREGON GRAPE      Mahonia spp.  (DT)(S) 

PACIFIC WAX MYRTLE  Myrica californica (DT) 

RHODODENDRON   Rhododendron spp.  (S) 

ROCKROSE     Cistus spp.  (DT)

ROSEMARY    Rosmarinus spp.  (DT) 

SALAL           Gaultheria shallon (DT)(S) 

EVERGREEN SHRUBS (CON’T)
SCOTCH HEATHER  Calluna spp.  (DT)

VANILLA PLANT Sarcococca spp.  (DT)(S)

VIBURNUM Viburnum spp.  (DT)(S)

WILD LILAC Ceanothus spp.  (DT)

DECIDUOUS SHRUBS
BARBERRY Berberis  spp.  (DT)

BUTTERFLY BUSH Buddleia spp.  (DT) 

COMMON LILAC            Syringa spp.  (DT) 

FLOWERING CURRANT  Ribes spp.  (DT)(S) 

FORSYTHIA Forsythia spp.  (DT) 

FLOWERING QUINCE Chaenomeles spp.  (DT) 

LAVATERA Lavatera spp.  (DT) 

KERRIA                         Kerria japonica (DT)(S) 

SHRUBBY CINQUEFOIL Potentilla spp.  (DT) 

SUMAC Rhus spp.  (DT)
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